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Class Format

Our lecture will be meeting in person Monday through Thursday in Merrill Hall, room 321, starting at 11:30am and running until 12:20pm.

Time Investment

Our class meets four times weekly for 50 minutes, for a total of 47.5 hours of required lecture time. You should expect to take at least 60 hours over the course of the semester reading the textbook and other required readings. In total, this course will require an estimated total of 192 hours of your time.  




Parker Annan
Graduate Teaching Assistant
prannan@uwm.edu
Office Hours: 
Monday–Thursday, 10–11am
Curtin Hall, 294

Communication:
If you want to reach me fast,
shoot me an email!
I typically respond to emails
within a 24-hour timeframe on
weekdays and 48-hours on
weekends. Otherwise, I’m
always free to chat during my
allotted office hours! :)
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About Me:

Hello! My name is Parker, and I’m a graduate student pursuing my MA in English here at UWM. I’m also a recent graduate from UWM, having gotten my BA in English, so if you have any questions about campus or study spot recommendations, I can answer them! Or I could gatekeep those spots for myself—your choice!



COURSE DESCRIPTION & KEY IDEAS

Course Description 

English 100 is designed to teach you how to be an effective critical reader and writer. Central to achieving this, however, is rhetorical knowledge. Understanding the rhetoric behind what you engage with will allow you to know how specific choices authors’ make affect how audiences digest their material and the information they wish to spread.

Rhetorical knowledge will also prepare you to participate and respond to academic, professional, and social demands. Rhetoric is about making choices, and this course will show you how to understand and make effective choices in a variety of situations. All of which, mind you, will be applicable to your daily lives. 

Key Ideas

· Rhetoric: the systematic study and intentional practice of effective symbolic expression
· Rhetorical dexterity: the ability to read and write across genres and contexts.
· Reflection: metacognition, or the ability to think critically about one’s own learning and growth.
· Critical reading: developing a deeper array of reading strategies; understanding how to critically engage with a variety of texts.
· Writing processes: using writing to learn and engage with texts, but also developing a wider repertoire of writing strategies.
· The Conversation Model: understanding that all reading, writing and research take place within the context of an ongoing conversation.
· Academic Discourse: Developing an academic ethos by understanding the academic register, its purposes, audiences, and conventions.

Course Segments

Our course is divided into four major segments. Each segment will build on one another to enhance your rhetorical knowledge.

Course Theme

In an increasingly technological society, human identity is rapidly evolving because of the adoption of new technologies in almost all aspects of public and private life. Computers and other devices are no longer just tools that we use and manipulate. Human-technological relationships influence how we think and talk about ourselves, our relationships, and the world around us. Advancements in information technologies, communication technologies, human enhancement technologies, nanotechnology, biotechnology, bioengineering, digital media, AI, robotics, and neuromedicine raise profound questions and spark ethical debates. 

These relationships and the accompanying concerns are an essential part of 21st century life. Our class theme, “the technoself,” offers us the opportunity to wrestle with not only the many new questions proposed by human-technological relationships, but also to recontextualize ongoing discussions of race, class, gender, and disability.


IMPORTANT INFORMATION

Important UWM Dates

First day of classes: Sept. 3
Last day to add, change to/from credit/no credit/audit status: Sept. 9
Last day to drop without a “W”: Sept. 30
Last day to drop: Nov. 10
Fall recess: Nov. 27 – Nov. 29
Last day of classes: Dec. 12
Study day: Dec. 13
Final examination period: Dec. 14, 16-21
Graduation: Dec. 15
Winter recess begins: Dec. 23

Required Readings and Location of Readings

Our course textbook is titled The Panther’s Guide to Writing, accessible through our course site on Canvas. All other required readings are also accessible through our course site on Canvas. 

Supplies Requirements 

· A writing utensil and paper 
· Personal/campus loaned technology with internet access
· Familiarity with our course site on Canvas
· A safe place to keep your completed work, such as notes, homework, etc.
· Copies of assigned readings, which can be found on our course site on Canvas
· Regular access to your UWM e-mail (If you have a smartphone, recommend downloading the Microsoft Outlook app to keep up-to-date with class announcements or communications)
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Course Interactions

Please respect one another and your environment. We are all here to learn, complete assignments, and get a grade, but creating a welcoming environment is a vital part of this process. We are all students going through a transitional stage in our lives, and it can be tough to handle course work during this. However, it doesn’t take much to show some love and compassion. 



GRADING AND ASSIGNMENTS

Assignment and Grading Policies


Assignments: 25%
Engagement: 10%
Segment One Project: 10%
Segment Two Project: 20%
Segment Three Project: 25%
Segment Four Project: 10%
Total: 100%


Grading Scale








A 93—100
A- 90—92
B+ 87—89
B 83—86
B- 80—82
C+ 77—79
C 73—76
C- 70—72
D+ 67—69
D 63—66
D- 60—62
F 0—59


As a general education requirement, students must earn a C or above to pass this course. In numbers this translates to a 73 or above.
Cs get degrees!


Major Projects

Each segment will have a major written assignment. I like to call these Segment Projects. 

Segment One Project: Summary and Rhetorical Situation – due Oct. 6
· You will write an essay that includes both a summary and an analysis of the rhetorical situation of one of our two thematic texts. It’s your choice which text you choose.

Segment Two Project: Rhetorical Analysis Essay – due Nov. 10
· You will write an essay that analyzes the rhetorical choices in a text and explain why the author/rhetor made the choices they made, if they are effective for the audience, and what social functions they enact.

Segment Three Project: Exploratory Synthesis Essay – due Dec. 3

· You will write an essay that tracks your research process based on asking open-ended questions about a text with the intention of learning about research and about the conversation the text is a part of.

Segment Four Project: Revision and Reflection (final project) – due Dec. 17
· You will revise one of the previous segment papers in relation to your revision plan. You’ll also provide explanatory comments discussing your revisions in detail and reflecting on your writing.

All assignment dates are subject to change. If they change, they will always move back and never forward.

Engagement Reflections

At the end of each segment, you will submit a 150-word reflection that discusses how you completed one engagement activity for the course during that segment. The engagement activities are as follows:
· Listening to others, contributing to group work, and engaging in whole class discussions
· Contributing to a supportive classroom community (Ex: Using people’s pronouns, learning everyone’s names, intentionally involving other students in discussions, discussing in small groups in a way that is respectful and insightful, etc.)
· Helping other students learn in class, such as by sharing notes, working on assignments together outside of class, or providing updates for students who had to miss class
· Meeting with the teacher during office hours to discuss a specific aspect of the course content, ideas, assignments, or other aspects of the course
· Going outside of your comfort zone as a researcher, thinker, writer, and/or student, specifically by engaging in class
· Applying what you learned in this course in another context (another course, work, family life, etc.)

Assignments

Assignments are a classification of homework that often encompasses all non-engagement or major project related work. Short Writes, for example, would fall under the assignment category. These assignments will be graded not on quality of writing, but how you complete the requirements for each assignment. These requirements will be concrete and task-based, rather than related to proficiency. The reason I grade assignments in this way is to take the stress off the grade so that you can focus on writing about your ideas and not on writing what you think your teacher (me!) wants to hear.

Also, you can always resubmit an assignment if you wish to have a better grade! Just give me a heads up!



COURSE POLICIES AND EXPECTATIONS

Engagement Policy

Each week you will receive a grade based on your engagement. Two points a day for a possible total of eight points. Your engagement grade is weighted based on engagement assignments, attendance, and interactions within the classroom. However, due to the nature of engagement being subjective, engaging with our class can take many shapes. Taking notes, coming to class on time, consistently submitting work on time, and emailing with questions or concerns, for instance, is also a form of engagement. 

Attendance Policies

Your attendance is required for this class. Your presence and engagement will be the most valuable asset of the course, for both you and your peers. 

Your attendance is also linked to your engagement grade. Each week you will receive a grade based on your engagement. You must let me know if you are unable to attend class, though you do not have to disclose why. Failure to let me know about your absence will negatively affect your weekly engagement grade. Additionally, missing more than four classes will require an in-person meeting with me to chat—nothing scary I swear!!1!:) 

Furthermore, attending class is very important. The content that will be covered each class session is vital to your success in this class. Additionally, since we will have a small class size, our classroom environment will also be affected. Though there are instances where we must prioritize our life outside of class, please be conscious of how your absence could affect in-class activities and learning opportunities for your classmates. 

TL;DR: You don’t have to tell me why you cannot make it to class, you just have to keep me updated. Failing to do so will affect your grade. College is tough, so I really want to be in the loop if my students begin to fall off. I’m here as a resource for you, so just reach out :)

Assignment Submissions/Policies on Late Work

All work must be submitted through our course site on Canvas, unless stated otherwise. All assignments are due on their respective due dates. Failing to submit an assignment on time will result in a zero. 

However, I understand that things come up. If you believe you will not be able to submit an assignment on time, please communicate with me about it so we can create plan to complete them with a new due date in mind. If you submit the assignment on or before that new due date you will not receive any point deductions.  

If troubles are communicated to me promptly, it will be much easier for me to help you catch up. Even if your several assignments behind, just talk to me. I don’t want any of us sinking beneath the tides! Since we’re all still getting the hang of this college thing, I can be flexible. 

Required Writing Center Appointments

The Writing Center is for all writers, including undergrads, graduate students, and faculty. Because we all write, the Writing Center is an important resource to begin using early in your academic career. Part of developing a strong academic ethos (character and mindset) comes with practice talking about your writing and gaining feedback through conversation. This is what you will do at the Writing Center.

As part of the requirements for a C grade or above in this class, you are required to visit the UWM Writing Center for at least two 25-minute sessions within the required timeframes. Your first visit must be completed between September 16-October 25, 2024. Your second visit must be completed between October 28-December 6, 2024.

Each visit will earn points toward your engagement grade in the course. These sessions are 100% confidential between you and the tutor you work with. You do not need to report your sessions to me, I will receive a confirmation of whether you attended a session for E100. No other information about your session (other than whether you attended or not) will be reported to me. Sessions MUST be completed within these dates – it's not possible to earn back points for a missed first session by squeezing it into the second session window. Please keep these requirements in mind and plan your schedule accordingly.

The two required appointments for E100 must be about an assignment you are doing in this class. These appointments can be either in-person or online. During these sessions, you will talk with a writing tutor about anything related to E100. Examples of what you can talk about in your WC session include:
· A question you have about an assignment, concept, or reading
· Getting started on an assignment
· Talking further about a reading we did in class
· Looking ahead to future work for E100
· Developing a draft of an assignment
· Applying feedback to a draft
· Anything else related to work for E100

I strongly suggest that you use these appointments to help you develop the skills or drafts of your larger segment papers. Outside of the two required E100 appointments, you are welcome to make as many appointments as you like throughout the semester, for this and your other classes as well. Our E100 Canvas home page includes information about the Writing Center in the helpful resources section.



UWM POLICIES & RESOURCES

UWM Syllabus Link

For access to links about policies pertaining to students with disabilities, absences due to religious observation, students called to active military duty, incompletes, discriminatory conduct, Title IX, academic misconduct, complain procedures, grade appeal procedures, LGBT+ resources, and final exam policies, please click the following link: UWM Policy Details

Prerequisites

Level 3 earned via ACT, SAT, Guided English Placement (GEP), or English Placement Test (scores from 2019 or earlier), or a grade of C or better in English 100, English 101, EAP 101, or EAP 118.

OWC-A GER

All students are required to complete “OWC-A” (Oral and Written Communication Part A) as part of the General Education Requirements at UWM. The OWC-A requirement is satisfied by completed English 102 with a grade of “C” or above. (A final grade of “C-“ or below will require that the student retake the course. English 102 can only be retaken three times, and only with approval of the Department of English.)

Purpose: The OWC-A requirement is designed to prepare students for advanced reading, writing and research skills required for success in college classes across the curriculum.
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